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SUBJ: SITUATION IN LEBANON: ONE SYRIAN'S VIEW 

1. MEA AMERICAN AEEAIRS DIRECTOR SHOUEI DURING CONVERSATION 
WITH EMBOFE AND VISITING EMBASSYBEIRUT POLOEE MOLINEAUX 
REVIEWED SYRIAN ATTEMPT TO CONSOLIDATE PEACE IN LEBANON. 

ALTER DESCRIBING APRIL CLASH BETWEEN SYRIAN ADF EORCES AND 
PLO REJECTIONISTS, HE OPINED THAT A) AL-ASSAD REGIME WOULD 
HAVE DIEFICULTY CONSTRUCTING DURABLE COALITION OE SUPPORTERS 
IN LEBANON BECAUSE REGIME COULD NOT EXPECT TO TRANSPOSE ITS 
ALWITE-DOMINATED MILITARY SECURITY SYSTEM TO LEBANON AND B) 
INCLINATION OE MANY LEBANESE FACTIONS TO LOOK TO US FOR 
LEADERSHIP IN RESOLVING CRISIS SUGGESTED MORE ACTIVE US 
MEDIATORY ROLE POSSIBLE AND WOULD HAVE SOME CHANCE EOR SUCCESS. 

2. APRIL CLASHES. BASING HIS INEORMATION ON DISCUSSION 
WITH SYRIAN OEEICER STATIONED IN BEIRUT, SHOUFI SAID 
APRIL CLASHES BETWEEN SYRIAN ADE EORCES AND PLO/LEBANESE 
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EXTREMISTS BEGAN WHEN TWO ADF VEHICLES STOPPED LOUR 
INDIVIDUALS CARRYING LAKE SAIQA IDENTITY CARDS WHO BELONGED 
TO ABU AL-ABBAS PELP-GC PACTION. POUR WERE DIVIDED INTO 
TWO CARS FOR TRANSPORTATION TO DETENTION CENTER TO INVESTIGAGE 
THEIR BACKGROUND, BUT ON WAY TWO OP THEM OVERPOWERED AND 
KILLED SOLDIERS IN ONE CAR AND OTHER TWO ALSO ESCAPED. 

THIS ESCALATED QUICKLY TO CLASHES BETWEEN ADE REINFORCEMENTS 
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AND ELEMENTS BELONGING TO BREAKAWAY PFLP-GC FACTION. 

SYRIAN ADF TROOPS WERE UNABLE TO CAPTURE THE FOUR AND FINALLY 
HALTED FIGHTING WHEN FATAH APPREHENDED THEM AND TURNED THEM 
OVER TO SYRIAN FORCES. ACCORDING TO SHOUFI, FOUR DETAINEES 
WERE QUICKLY TRIED AND EXECUTED. (NOTE: WP REPORTER 
AUERBACH TOLD US THAT HE LEARNED 18 SYRIAN SOLDIERS WERE 
KILLED IN FIGHTING THAT FOLLOWED ORIGINAL INCIDENT.) 

3. SYRIAN COALITION IN LEBANON AND US ROLE. SHOUFI SAID 
REGIME WAS EXPERIENCING DIFFICULTY PUTTING TOGETHER 
DURABLE COALITION OF SUPPORTERS IN LEBANON BECAUSE MOST 
LEBANESE FACTIONS WERE APPREHENSIVE ABOUT ALLYING THEM- 
SELVES TOO CLOSELY WITH SARG WHICH THEY SAW AS AN 
ALAWITE-DOMINATED MILITARY/SECURITY REGIME. IN CONTRAST 
SHOUFI SAID, MANY KEY LEBANESE FACTIONS ON BOTH CHRISTIAN 
AND MUSLIM SIDE WOULD WELCOME MORE ACTIVE US MEDIATORY 
ROLE TO RESTORE MORE PERMANENT STRUCTURE TO LEBANESE 
SOCIETY. MANY LEBANESE REMAINED SUPPORTERS OF US 
DESPITE WHAT HE VIEWED AS US DIPLOMATIC INACTION 
WHICH PERMITTED CIVIL WAR TO DRAG ON. 

MURPHY 
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